March 1, 2011

Re:  Widespread opposition to Senate Bill 9
Requiring government-issued ID to obtain public benefits

Dear Senators:

The full Senate may soon vote on Senate Bill 9, a bill requiring submission of
government-issued ID as a condition of receiving a wide variety of public benefits. We
urge you to vote no on this bill. This bill will tie up government programs, such as the
Unemployment Compensation system, in expensive red tape, while accomplishing little
or nothing. In addition, it will force thousands of Pennsylvanians to go without critical
services while they wait for new government-issued ID.

Up to 800,000 U.S. citizens would likely be denied public benefits for which they are
eligible because they lack government-issued ID. The bill makes most adults under
age 65, and some seniors, ineligible for benefits if they cannot produce the proper ID. A
study by New York University Law School’s Brennan Center for Justice in November
2006 found that 11% of all U.S. citizens do not have government-issued ID; 15% of
citizens earning less than $35,000 per year lack government-issued ID; and 25% of adult
African-American citizens lack government-issued ID.!

Moreover, ID can be difficult and time consuming to obtain: PennDOT requires a birth
certificate and social security card to get a photo ID, but government ID is generally
required to obtain a birth certificate or social security card. Families behind on their
mortgages and struggling local businesses in need of customers cannot afford to wait for
this Catch-22 to be resolved.

In 2006, Colorado passed a similar law to SB 9 that required all applicants for public
benefits to submit government-issued ID. This requirement caused widespread hardship
among the estimated 550,000 Coloradans who lack such ID.2 And although its
proponents claimed the law would save money, agenmes reported that it cost $2 million
in the first year alone, with no identified sav1ngs Following Colorado's embarrassing
experience, no state legislature seeking to prevent immigrants from fraudulently
receiving benefits has required all applicants to submit government-issued ID, with the
exception of Arizona.

The problems with the bill would be most apparent in the Unemployment Compensation
(UC) system. This bill would delay and deny benefits to Pennsylvanians. The UC

! Brennan Center,“Citizens Without Proof,” available at http://www.brennancenter.org/page/-
/d/download file 39242.pdf.

2 See, e.g., “Disabled Man Wins ID Bout,” Denver Post, April 11, 2007, available at
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci 5637737.

3 See “Colo. Immigration Law Falls Short of Goal,” Denver Post, January 11, 2007, avaﬂable at
http://www.denverpost.com/ci 5081255
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system is not set up to review ID documents: all applications for UC are now submitted -
by telephone or on-line. The Rendell administration estimated the cost of SB 9 at
approximately $20 million, in substantial part because of the cost of adapting the UC
system to review this new paperwork. This figure does not include the burdens to
families as their UC benefits are delayed by this new red tape.

We urge you to oppose this bill, which will create red tape and barriers to service for
Pennsylvanian citizens and legal immigrants without sufficient reason, and cost millions

of dollars at a time that we can least afford it.

For more information, please contact

Michael Froehlich, Community Legal Services, at 215-981-3707 or

mfroehlich@clsphila.org. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Froehlich
Louise Hayes
Community Legal Services, Inc.

JoAnne Fischer, Executive Director
Maternity Care Coalition

Nicole A. Lindemyer, Esq.
Pennsylvania Coalition Against
Domestic Violence (PCADYV)

Susan A. Moore, CEO
Community Action Association of
Pennsylvania (CAAP)

Stephen Drachler, Executive Director
United Methodist Advocacy in
Pennsylvania

Rev. Robin M. Hynicka
Arch Street United Methodist Church

Rev. Amy E. Reumann, Director
- Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in
Pennsylvania

Rev. Sandra L. Strauss, Director of
Public Advocacy
Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Brad Baldia, Executive Director
Pennsylvania Immigration &
Citizenship Coalition

Tara Marks, Co-Director
Just Harvest (Pittsburgh)

Mariana Chilton, Director
Witnesses to Hunger

Kathy Jellison, President
SEIU 668

Steveanna Wynn, Executive Director
SHARE Food Program (Philadelphia)

Carey Morgan, Executive Director
Greater Philadelphia Coalition

Against Hunger
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Ilene Shane, CEO
Disability Rights Network of
Pennsylvania

Joseph A. Quattrocchi, Executive
Director
Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center

Judi Bernstein-Baker, Executive
Director
HIAS and Council Migration

Carol E. Tracy, Executive Director
Women’s Law Project

Liz Hersh
Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania

Adam Swope
PA Alliance for Retired Americans

Catherine Holland, Executive Director
Tri-County Patriots for Independent
Living (Washington, Greene, and
Fayette Counties)

Sister Mary Scullion, Executive Director
Project H.O.M.E.

Carol Goertzel, President and CEO
Pathways PA

Jay Spector, President and CEO
JEVS Human Services

Shelly Yanoff, Executive Director
Public Citizens for Children and
Youth

Rev. Karl Jones
Retired United Church of Christ
pastor



