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Welcome Kate Michelman

Nationally-Known Advocate joins WLP Health Care Reform Effort

ate Michelman, the former Presi-

dent of NARAL Pro-Choice Amer-
ica, has returned to her home state of
Pennsylvania and will work with the
Women'’s Law Project as a special advisor
on critical health care issues. Like many
other Americans, Kate has had to focus
her attention on the mounting physical and
financial burdens associated with her fam-
ily’s serious health care issues. See “A
System from Hell,” http://www.thenation
.com/doc/20090427/michelman. With her
insight, prowess and vast experience as
an advocate, Kate will be an invaluable
ally for the WLP in our public education
campaign about the current state of
women’s health in Pennsylvania, the need
for women to be knowledgeable about and

Kate Michelman
advocates for their own health care,
and for reform that will allow for access
to and delivery of comprehensive

health care for women.
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US Third Circuit Upholds Clinic Buffer Zones

Sue Frietsche Helped Draft Ordinance

On October 30, 2009, in Brown v. City
of Pittsburgh, the Third Circuit upheld
a modified buffer zone around health
care facilities, including those that pro-
vide abortion care. The WLP’s Sue
Frietsche had assisted with drafting this
ordinance. The three-judge panel con-

cluded that both operative provisions—
a 15-foot fixed no-protest zone around
clinic entrances and a floating 8-foot
personal bubble zone of protection
around each person approaching the
clinic—were content-neutral and consis-
tent with the First Amendment speech

and free exercise clauses, the Equal
Protection Clause, and the Pennsyl-
vania Religious Freedom Protection Act.
Because the zones were insufficiently
narrowly tailored “on the record” before
the Court, Pittsburgh has to decide
which type of zone to keep.
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Gender Stereotyping Victims Can Sue

Third Ci
On August 28, 2009, the
U.S. Court
of Ap-
peals for
the Third
Circuit
issued a
ruling in Prowel v. Wise
Business Forms, 07-3997

(3d Cir. Aug. 28, 2009),

rcuit

Cour't

which states clearly that a
plaintiff can bring a claim
of gender stereotyping
sex discrimination under
Title VII even if there is
coexisting evidence of
sexual orientation dis-
crimination. This ruling is
an important victory for
women’s rights advocates

Protects

and will have an espe-
cially helpful impact on
women in nontraditional
employment, who fre-
quently suffer not only
gender stereotyping dis-
crimination, but also dis-
crimination on the basis
of their real or perceived
sexual orientation.

Philadelphia Police Improve Sensitivity

It was only 10 years ago
that the Philadelphia In-
quirer reported that the
Special Victims Unit had
buried thousands of re-
ports of assaults, deliber-
ately mislabeling rapes
and other serious of-
fenses to make the City
look safer. These days,
the WLP along with other
advocates are invited by
the PPD to provide com-
munity oversight by re-
viewing sexual assault
and child abuse case
files. Moreover, there is

tangible evidence that the

made when she noted

SVU has taken that the

the WLP’s PHILADELPHIA Captain said
teachings to he under-
heart. As re- POLIcE stood how
ported by 7 traumatic
Daniel Rubin of this event
the Philadel- was for the
phia Inquirer, victim, and
after watching that he

Philadelphia Police Capt.
John Darby talk to report-
ers in August about the

rape of a jogger near For-
bidden Drive, Carol Tracy
was pleased with the pro-
gress the department has

WLP Files Brief
Supports Butler County Rape Victim

The Women'’s Law Pro-
ject, on behalf of 39 or-
ganizations, submitted an
amicus curiae brief to the
3 Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Reedy v. Evan-
son. A 19-year-old con-
venience store clerk was
sexually assaulted at gun-
point. Instead of helping
her, the police disbelieved
her, did not investigate
the assault, and arrested
her. She spent five days
in jail. Her attacker con-
fessed to the assault and

two other assaults, and
the charges against her
were finally dropped.
When Ms. Reedy sued
the police, the court con-
cluded that it was reason-
able to think the victim
was lying because she
declined rape crisis coun-
seling, did not hit a
“panic” button, and did
not cooperate enough
with the police. Ms.
Reedy’s arrest was only
justified if false beliefs
about rape victims are

hoped she would be in a
place where she would be
able to speak to police in
a short time: “And, this
she says, is something
that Philadelphia gets.
How far we've come."

seen as facts. Our amicus
brief expressed that it is
the responsibility of both
the courts and the police
to know better than to rely
on these myths when
they are handling the
case of a sexual assault
victim.The brief is on our
website at http://
womenslawproject.org/
Briefs/
Reedy_Amici_Spt_Appell
ant.pdf

Vi

Sotomayor Sworn In

Thet Uniter% Statgs SeR,atle conﬁrn;[led
on. §onla §otomayor on /-g.lg. 6, 2509,
by a 68-31 vote,
making her
the 111th Su-
preme Court
Justice, only the
third female
Justice, and the
first Hispanic
Justice.

Health Care Reform &
Abortion

With all this good news in 2009, it has
been sobering to witness the attempts to
“subordinat[e] women'’s health to short
term political success,” as Catholic
bishops at the eleventh hour insisted on
an amendment that public policy ana-
lysts have stated will have the ultimate
impact of eliminating all insurance cov-
erage—private and public— for abortion,
including those cases with severe medi-
cal complications (see Carol Tracy’s
letter to the editor of the Philadelphia
Inquirer at http://www.womenslaw
project.org/NewPages/News_Press.
html). As we go to press, the final out-
come is unknown, but rest assured WLP
staff have joined allies from across the
country in meeting with members of
Congress and raising our voices in pro-
test. This is a stark reminder that as
far as we have come, we certainly

have far to go.

Myra Bradwell Fund Met
its Match

To help fulfill our mission of protecting
and advancing women's rights, the WLP
established the Myra Bradwell Fund, our
annual fund for leadership givers. Linda
and David Glickstein graciously ex-
tended to us a Challenge Grant for the
inaugural year, which ended in June
2009, and which was successfully

met. We sincerely thank them and all
our Founding Donors. Thanks, too, to
those who have given during the second
year of the Fund. For more information:
http://www.womenslawproject.org/
Bradwell fund.htm.
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