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January 11, 2006

James Nevels, Chairman
Martin G. Bednarek

Sandra Dungee Glenn

James P. Gallagher, Ph.D.
Daniel J. Whelan

School Reform Commission
School District of Philadelphia
440 N. Broad St.

Philadelphia, PA 19130

Re: Southwest Philadelphia Academy for Boys — Charter Application
Dear School Reform Commissioners:

An application for a charter school for boys is scheduled to be voted
on at the January 18, 2006, meeting of the School Reform Commission
(SRC). The Women’s Law Project, Education Law Center, Public Interest
Law Center of Philadelphia, and American Civil Liberties Union of
Pennsylvania join together to urge the SRC to reject the charter application
for the Southwest Philadelphia Academy for Boys because it would violate
multiple statutory and constitutional provisions of law.

We have previously communicated our concerns to counsel for the
School District and submit this letter to you with the full knowledge and
permission of Dena Lefkowitz, who is responsible for legal matters
pertaining to the district’s charter schools. She is copied on this letter as
well.

Approval of a Single Sex Charter School Violates Pennsylvania Charter
School Law.

The Pennsylvania Charter School Law states that “[a]ll resident
children in this Commonwealth qualify for admission to a charter school
within the provisions of subsection (b).” 24 P.S. § 17-1723-A(a). While §

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free
1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.






